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Championshi
in the

Cross

After years of playing
catch-up, Mountaineer
runners enter XC season
with targets on their backs

Tines Siai Witer

WSC Cross Coumicy — Their
patience 5 wearing as thin as the cool
Gutmison air rhey breathe,,

What would satiate 1he desires ol most
collegiate cross COWNITY PIOETATNS AaTass
the: nadan, wan’L cui it bfi the campus
of Western Sare (WSC), Emering 2 new
campaign, the Mounmaineers' quest is 10
be the best, They won'l sexle for any-
thing jess, )

“Therz js thal sense of urgeney,” siid
head coach Jen Michel, who begins hey
stath season 4L the helm of both 'WSC
scpuails, after (aking over for the legend-
-ary Duane Vandenbusche. “We haven't
finished thas High m years and they sull
weren's satisfied. They know they can:do
evets Betier.”

Mtchel was referving to the
Mountaineers' sweep ol secoud pldce
team finishes at the 2010 NCAA Div. [L
Natipnal Chasnipioniships.,

I 2013, WSC kas their sighis finmly
sef on remriing © the championship
glory that prevailed in the earlier parts of
the pass decade

The WSC men are looking lor cheir
first weam 1ule since 2005, when they
won fheir second straight/and Ffth in ix
vears; Tle women’ (eam hasn't tonched
Rald singg three-peatiag in2002.:

“I think aboul il every night," sad

DS
hairs

renure,

TOP: Caach ten Michel is:looking:to lead hef froops to the first national title uixder hiar

BOTTOM: The Western State women's cross country team arters tha season ranked e,
4 inDiv. -and lacking ta win their first national title since 2002,

sensor Yauren Kleppin. “l canll really
speak for all the other girls, but they
segm fooused, sa'] Imagine s just e
samc for them,” '

Kleppin-will e 2 major lacior i the
Mountainesr women’s missjon after
takoing third place overall a1 last years
narional meet. Fouy other sfering -
bers [ram the 2010 runner-up:squad;
intluding lellow All Ametican Sarah
Lyle; verurn o lead the charge.

Crnss Eourkey b A1D

‘CEARESy phas

“I think I'm vsed to being
the underdog, so being
number one changes
things up a bit.”

Lazuren Kleppin
WS s iyt

Judge’s order,
however, calls out
*condition’ for
‘pit inspections

Wil Stroamaler
limes Edliz

Gunnisen Connty's abilloy o
regalatz oit and gas aperations
thraugh 4 sevof vales origrmally’
enacted mearly s decade ago-has.
been upheld,

Digwrict Cournt Judge 1. Stever
Palricle delivered a roling last
week on some matters eatsad.
02 lawsil ‘agains) Guanison
County filed: earlier ihis year by
2 local namral pas opeyaror.

Largely, the ¢commy’s curremt
regulations — their validity
ihros inlo question By the Liw-
suit — were deermed valid:

However, fudge Parrick iuled
thal one condition of approv-

White Pine
community
rallies
against mine

Expleration not so
much the problem;

Free bus service hack this winter

Wistter 2000142
bus schedule

Laaving it |

gpam

For the fuff- schedule; wsit
Eurmisonyalleyria.org:

RTA also boosts round trips to eight per day

Wil Shoemaker
e Edttat

Cast cuting in wcent years has
allewed the Gunnison: Valley Rural
Teansportating Authority [RTAY 1o
regain s financil footing.

‘Aaa resnlt, RTA leaders opeed Tast
Friday (0 again implement [ree bus
service berween Gurmisen and Mr.
Cresied Buiire' 67 the coming winter
{GUTISTT SeAsTT:

A the same Linie, the loeal sales
e funded fransporiion entty is
aiming to grow both us arlne:pro-
gram end cash resezves — alliwhile
actaally bodgering lower reverues

For next yenr,

“ts 2 wsul of some pre(ly sert-
ous susterity measures we pui in
place wwo years ago,™ RTA Execurive
Divector Scot Teurx explained. “We
gor into a situation where our fund
balance was oo low ind we lmad
o make some prElly SeTious cuis,
Were loaking:al .., sales isx as being
relaively flaL”

The RIA boaxd voted ‘umani-
mously (5-0) this past Eriday to
approve # revised 2011 baxdge; i
addiion 1o next years budger Boasl
members Chris Morgan, William
Buck and Bill Nesbitt were absenc

Under the new financial plan,

sround service will redarn 1o eighc

round crips daily (his coming

Navenbes, theough réxe April
In recent vears, the REA has
reduced Loth s ¢onnibutions so

e winter aiffine program mnd. the

nimber-of Wips' per day for the lus
program — from: [0 round irips:
elaily i 2008 160 ter Just six Iase win-
[eT SEAONL.

S rourid (rips per 'day IIATH
hat RES ool Tave Ficed die pros
pect of squeering gbouy the same
ammber of riders into Fewer buses,

'Tesuh:mg_ i avererowded buses or

Bars service b AL2

it"s “what comes
next’ that is

Chirls Dickey

Tt Byigiates

For two-and-a-Hall houss fast
Fiday, gartime restdentsand
Tandowners in White Pine wade
ipassioned pless to tie Guntiison
County Flanning Commission o
pmecs their tiny, remote eominum-
oy that 5is at9,700 fer it glevarion
near the Conunental Divide:

A Cinadien) company has pur-
chased mining clairms ihere and
wants o do whae other outfits
have domne since the 19505 — see
if there’s engugh mitieral fésource
(primarily capper} i ihe ground 1o

Whitts Pine b A12
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0il & gas

¥ i page Al

sl reguired by the county for
“Thowback pits™ earlier thus
year was not in accordance
with suite law.

5G Interests. a lexas Hm-
wed parimership, 's eurrently
operating naturad pas wells
i the North Fork Vailey The
company filed suit against the
eoumnty in lune, elainung that
toeal rules oversiep the cuun-
13’5 lagal beunds lor regnlar
ing vil and gas operatians.

The ecomplain: called [or
numerous requests fof retied
fram 1he wanrt — which
spanned from 4 declaration
thal Lhecounty's ofl and gas
reguladons are invalid to SG
being freed from s require-
ment Lo pay mspection fees.

Caunty Teaders onginal-
Ty adopted the “Tempoiiry
Regulaiions for Qil and Gas
Operdiions” h 2003, Since
hen, Gurnison Comnty’s abil
iy to yeguiave oil and gas
operaiions hus been a source
lor legal wianigling,

A 2004 coury deeision

siripped somve aspects of

caunty control, suying thal the
state prezmpted loeal auchor
i

However, Ia Z00B, a
Colargdo Court of Appeals
decision sided largely with
Gunaison County, reaflitming
maueh ol ns abhlity soomme-
mize impaets from oil and
gas exrraction — as leng as
ke doumiy’s regulations dor'
direcily -conllier with ihe
srate’s. i

tni-a meeting Tuesday among
coury eaders, Barbaa Green,
a Boulter-based fand nse regn-
lation attorney whe 15 serv-
ing as special counsel for the
county, old Lhe somm)ssivn-
ers that rhey scored an impor-
Lamt victory inithe miing, by
Pawick derermining rhat the
county's regulanons, on Uheir
lace, ave valid.

5G challenged Lhe rules
wvalidity, saying amdng sther
1hings:thar because 1hey were
called “Lempoiaty™ (they no
longer remain in ellecr.

*We wem inio this proceed-
;'I'lg nor anWulg th[h{‘.‘l’ lhE
court wonld dgree witlius that

L
Abuveris Lhe

“| think a fair reading of the judge’s
order says that the county can not
charge money for the inspections, but it
doesn’t say that we can not conduct the

inspections.”
David Baumgarten

Zoliiml Sniray

pur regulalipns are valid on
theit {ace,” Green said,

Shealso noted that Painck
decided thai case law deter—
mined by ihe previgus Court
of Appeals case lnvulvmg
Gunnisgn County is siill via-
ble, despite il a_lid gas-law i
Colorado having been amend-
ed since chal rahng was made.

Howeyer, Batnick derer-
mited thel a eondition al
agreemenr imposed on 5G
earlier (his year for approval
of an ypplication waa e con-
ftey with the “roles, respon-
sihilicy and derermrination™
ol the Ceolorade O{l 4nd Gas
Caonservation Sominission
(COGCC).,

“While the couniy toncends
tharits efforis are pastol land
use permit conditions' - - the
eourt canciudes thal they ga
1o Lhe operations and tech-
nical aspects of the oil and
gas permit, not land use™ he
wroten hasarder

THe igsue came Lo head
duving review ol apphcations
foy Aowback pils — used lor
storing warer berween hydran-
li¢ fracturing operailons —
eariier this year

5G argued in {5 ¢omplainy
that e counwy delayed act-
ing on the phl applications by
raising techmical isvues over
matters thay are “extensively
regulated by the COGEC and
ayer which tiie couniry lacks
regulatary junsdictian™

5% Vice Presiden: Robhie
Guinn said this week thal it
was Lhat dlsagreement thay
la‘rgel_\' fueled the decisian w
file the lawsuu

“We think thal it's a léong-
standing Taw thar the.counries
can mot: regitlate the technical
aspeoty of0il and gas opera-
tions” hie said.

COGCE had previously
approved clig pits. hul the

Faderal 1_190-26 ‘Ne. 1 namral gas we)i maeaa'hen bySG lntert-',sts i 1he Nervh Forlk V‘=iley The

coupty's condition ol-zpproval
required 5G 1o pay for the hic-
mg-of av mspector.

“We don’t have 4 problem
with the connry mspectng”

‘Guinm added. “We jusi dan

warnd o pay-for 1, amd o they
were elling us heow t¢ bulld
the:pns ™

_ Thé cohmmissioners wene
1D execurive sessiom Tiresdgy
lor Lhe puipdse ¢l redeiving
legal advice abour matrers
retated to the Tawsuirt.

“t think a fair teading of
the judge's order says that
the coonty can mot charge
meney ot the inspections,
but it deesn’y say rhal we
can norconduct the mspec-
lions,” County Attormey David:
Baumgaries told the commis-

Sioners Tuesday, prio: to ithe

exechllve sessinn

He noted thal in a sepa-
rare appliracion — by another
opeator, Gunolson Encrgy
Corp , bor similar Nowback
pits — ‘the cowipany has
atready pad the: connty for
the inspections.

Foltawing rthe closed-
dopr teeting, the County
Commiszioners directed swafll
antd the attovneys (@ request
from Judge Putrick to remand
the dgeision made by the com-
wmissioners earlier this year
appraving the Dowback pits
to. re-address the inspection
condition. They also voted 1o
refund Gunnison Energy for
the tnspection fees ($20 600}
that have been paid

Ar leass some mavers rised
in the lawsdl have yel Lo be
lully resolved. A suatus con-
fetence 35 planned beutween
councy leaders, 5G oificials
and Judge Pairick tonortow

(Willl Shoemaker can be con-

Hacted-al 970,641 1414 or editor®

gubnisgitimes, coim)

campany filed 2 lawsui, against Gunnison County, In_fune, requesting numerus claims for reliet and arguing
that the county |s overstepping its reguiatory suthority.
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